
Further information:
www.ethercat.org

|
ETG       PC Control 04 | 2016

As in every year, the EtherCAT Technology Group looks back on a success- 

ful event season in 2016 as well: the world’s largest fieldbus user orga -

nization held a total of 48 seminars in 18 different countries this year. These 

events are one of the main instruments the ETG uses to present and make 

accessible its EtherCAT technology and ETG itself to a broader audience of 

existing and potential users around the globe. The ETG member companies 

can profit from the EtherCAT roadshows in particular because they give them 

the opportunity of getting actively involved as a sponsor in the organization 

and presentation of the events. The EtherCAT Technology Group is also 

planning numerous seminars for the coming year along with a diverse range  

of other special events.

The annual member meetings of the EtherCAT Technology Group took place in 

Japan and Korea in July this year. 70 representatives of the Korean ETG member 

companies met in Seoul. In addition to information on the latest ETG activities 

and a technology update, the participants also learned more about many inter-

esting applications: Soft Servo presented a number of different EtherCAT-based 

semi-conductor tools; Daincube showed an EtherCAT solution for robot control; 

and the Korean Institute of Industrial Technology (KITECH) provided an overview 

of its robot activities, for which EtherCAT master and slave systems have been 

developed. 

This year, more than 160 participants accepted the ETG’s invitation to come to 

the member meeting in Yokohama, Japan. Toyota, a member company of the 

ETG, used the meeting to explain the company’s decision in favor of EtherCAT 

to the attendees. The University of Tokyo was also in attendance and presented 

Hydra, a humanoid robot project that also uses EtherCAT.

ETG brings 2016 seminar season to a close

2016 ETG Member Meetings in Japan and Korea

48 events in 18 countries

The EtherCAT Technology Group held a total of 48 seminars  

in 18 countries around the world in 2016.

The member meetings of the EtherCAT Technology Group take place in Korea and in Japan each year 

and offer local representatives of the ETG member companies an excellent opportunity to find out  

everything they need to know about what’s new in terms of organization and technology.
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Since 2007, the EtherCAT Technology Group (ETG) maintains a regional office 

in China. Beryl Fan, manager of the local ETG office in Beijing, and her team 

promote EtherCAT technology and support the technology implementation in 

the Chinese market. In these areas, they have become very successful: When 

the China Office was founded in 2007, there were fewer than 10 member 

companies, whereas in 2016, the People’s Republic of China has broken the 500 

member barrier. The ETG member companies from various branches of industry 

have been joined by universities as well as research institutions in the ETG user 

organization. 

Looking back at the development of the ETG in China, accrediting the Beijing 

University of Aeronautics and Astronautics as an official EtherCAT Test Center 

(ETC) in 2013 was a significant milestone. In 2014, EtherCAT became a rec-

ommended national standard in China, making it even easier to implement 

and use the technology there. The next step followed in 2015 when EtherCAT 

was included in the ‘National Intelligent Manufacturing Standard System 

Construction Guidelines’ as one of the recommended standards for high-end 

machine building in China. EtherCAT has not only been firmly established as a 

communications standard within industry, but has also become a major force in 

the Chinese market. Visits to local automation fairs prove that: There are almost 

no exhibitors, which do not provide devices that communicate via EtherCAT. 

Beryl Fan is pleased with the success of the ETG in China and remains convinced 

that positive developments will continue into the foreseeable future: “We keep 

working hard to make EtherCAT even stronger in China. Building on the versa-

tile support and service we offer our members, we strive to help them enhance 

their performance even more – working toward the goals of the ‘Made in China 

2025’ strategy.”

ETG reaches 500 members in China
Success story continues

The EtherCAT Technology Group reaches another milestone, breaking the 500 member level in China.


