
In June 2018, the global team of EtherCAT Technology Group (ETG) met for the 

biennial ETG Global Strategy Meeting. The ETG employees from the Nuremberg 

headquarters gathered with their colleagues from ETG offices in China, Japan, 

South Korea and the U.S. in Leinburg, near Nuremberg, Germany. The meeting’s 

main topics included the latest status and development of EtherCAT tech nology 

in the context of Industrie 4.0 and IoT. Along with the strategic planning for 

the years ahead, internal project workflows and communication processes 

were also key points of discussion. Gaining insight into theories of intercultural 

communication and applying these theories during team-building events helped 

enhance collaboration within the multinational ETG team.

ETG       PC Control 03 | 2018
|

Further information:
www.ethercat.org

Bob Trask who has led the North American ETG office since the beginning of 

2018, attended the Global Strategy Meeting for the first time: “I am amazed at 

the great expertise of the ETG team, their commitment to the industry, and the 

continual refinement of the tools necessary for EtherCAT compliance.”

The organization’s strong growth is also reflected in the increasing number 

of ETG employees. The team has grown significantly since the last meeting in 

Marienfeld, Germany, two years ago, so the meeting was a welcome opportunity 

for team building and getting to know each other.

The international ETG team at their Global Strategy Meeting in Leinburg, Germany

ETG meets for 2018 Global Strategy Meeting
International ETG strategy meeting in Leinburg near Nuremberg
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Recently, the annual regional ETG Member Meetings were held in Japan and 

South Korea. Numerous participants from ETG member companies attended the 

lectures and took an active part themselves.

The ninth Korean Member Meeting took place in the capital city of Seoul. 

Martin Rostan, executive director of the EtherCAT Technology Group, opened 

the meeting with an introduction on the current status of the technology as 

well as the numerous activities of the ETG, including its worldwide seminar 

series and participation in trade shows. In particular, the presentation about the 

EtherCAT and Time-Sensitive Networking (TSN) profile attracted many listeners. 

Furthermore, ETG member companies such as the Korea Institute of Science 

and Technology (KIST), Stone Child Autotainment, HMS Industrial Networks and 

DAINCUBE presented the advantageous use of EtherCAT in their applications. 

In Japan, many members accepted the invitation to the local ETG Member Meet-

ing as well and attended the presentations by the Japanese ETG representative 

The new Technical Working Group (TWG) on EtherCAT and TSN (Time-Sensitive 

Networking), which was initiated by ETG, had its first meeting at the end of July. 

The kick-off meeting was held in the form of a web conference to facilitate the 

participation of members from Asia and North America. Currently, 16 companies 

are represented in the TWG, which demonstrates incredible results for the newly 

founded working group. Among them are two of the world’s largest manufactur-

ers of industrial switches, as well as other leading high-tech companies.

The TWG addresses the interworking of EtherCAT and TSN – the profile for this 

has already been available since last year. Cooperation with the IEEE 802.1 TSN 

Task Group (TG) and in particular the JWG IEC/IEEE 60802 is highly valuated 

EtherCAT and TSN TWG Kick-Off Meeting
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New Technical Working Group kicks off with successful web conference

and has already been established by a liaison. Many TWG companies also work 

together in the LNI 4.0 TSN Testbed. This helps to monitor conformance not only 

for EtherCAT and TSN, but also to test common networks with other manufac-

turers and address specification gaps. Just like EtherCAT, LNI 4.0 is committed 

to small and medium-sized device manufacturers and machine builders. As a 

result, this group can source an interoperable solution from a large number of 

providers immediately following the completion of the TSN specification.

The next meeting of the TWG on EtherCAT and TSN is scheduled for December 

2018. ETG members who would like to contribute are welcome to join.

ETG Member Meetings in Japan and South Korea
Numerous participants visited the annual regional Member Meetings

and the ETG Regional Committee in Japan. The participants received a compre-

hensive technology update, as well as an overview of the latest global activities 

of the ETG. Another important point on this year's agenda was conformity, as 

the interoperability of the EtherCAT devices highly contributes to the success 

of the technology.

These meetings drew a large number of participants, showing that there is 

great interest in Asia regarding EtherCAT technology and its use in the context 

of current trends such as Industrie 4.0 and TSN. In addition, the number of ETG 

members in Asia keeps increasing steadily. Over a third of all ETG members 

are now based in Asia, mainly in China, Japan and South Korea. The ETG itself 

is also very active in Asia. The organization offers a large number of seminars 

for beginners and developers, and it maintains a strong presence at the most 

important trade shows. The established and well-attended Plug Fests also 

continue to play a key role, where developers meet to test their EtherCAT 

implementations.

129 participants from 60 ETG member companies came  

together at the regional Member Meeting in South Korea.


