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Hannover Messe 2017 ended on a very positive note for Beckhoff again this 

year, not only as an extremely successful trade show, but also one where we 

were able to present many outstanding product innovations. Moreover, we will 

be able to say some years from now that this was the starting point of the suc-

cessful convergence of industrial automation and process technology. With the 

presentation of specific products and solutions designed for the automation of 

process technology systems, we have now opened the door to an automation 

landscape with many interesting challenges and enormous potential. 

The most important market segments in process technology, and the oil and 

gas sector in particular, have recently persevered through some difficult years. 

The rapid, continuous drop in prices on the crude oil market has increased cost 

pressures in terms of production and transport to a massive extent. In order to 

meet these competitive requirements, forward-looking automation solutions 

that help reduce costs are in high demand. At the same time, in the engineering 

of new petrochemical plants a special focus is placed on efficiency, safety and 

cost optimization. What is needed to achieve these objectives is system-span-

ning, sometimes even global connectivity. This results in a greater need for 

automation with a specific interest in “IoT” solutions – a field in which we have 

always felt very much at home due to our many years of experience, as well as 

with the ongoing convergence of automation and the IT world. 

However, it’s not only process technology applications in the petrochemical in-

dustry that require innovative solutions for automation. Current concepts under 

development such as “Smart Cities” also include a wide range of process tech-

nologies. Renewable energy, biogas power plants, as well as water and waste-

water treatment are all applications that will need centralized monitoring and 

control. Thus, it is safe to say that the discrete and process technology automa-

tion worlds will continue to converge – not least due to the efforts being made 

with respect to global networking. Based on the company’s tried-and-trusted 

automation philosophy, this creates enormous market potential for Beckhoff.

Consequently, we are happy that we have also been able to open the door of 

modern automation architectures to process technology customers with the 

far-reaching integration of explosion protection capabilities into our product 

portfolio. With the new, highly compact “blue” I/O terminals in the ELX series 

for explosion protection, we enable our customers to seamlessly integrate 

intrinsically safe field devices into their automation systems. As a result, the 

reduction in wiring requirements and the smaller footprint provide an end-to-

end, economically impactful solution. In addition, with the CPX panel series, 

we are introducing advanced multi-touch operating technology in a robust, 

yet highly attractive package to the explosion-protection sector. Rounded off 

by many innovations in the field of interfaces and in system integration, we 

now offer a fully integrated toolbox to accommodate even the most complex 

automation requirements.

The process industries await us with exciting new applications in very interesting 

areas of application, and it’s a good thing that Beckhoff is well prepared. Find 

out more about our entry into process automation on page 16 and following.


