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Global Strategy Meeting 2014 

The strategic direction of the organization was the central topic of the EtherCAT Technology Group’s 2014 

Global Strategy Meeting in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany.

In April, the worldwide ETG team got together for its 2014 Global Strategy 

Meeting in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany. Besides employees from 

EtherCAT Technology Group (ETG) headquarters in Nuremberg, teams from 

offices in China, Japan, Korea and North America travelled to Germany to 

discuss the organization’s strategy for the future. Executive Director, Martin 

Rostan opened the event with a presentation covering the 10 year history 

of the ETG and EtherCAT. He also thanked the team members for their tire-

less and in most cases long-term commitment to the ETG: “Becoming the 

largest global fieldbus user organization with the most members within only 

ten years is only possible if you are backed by a strong international team. 

Having people who are passionate about technology in general and 

EtherCAT in particular is what makes us so successful.”

 The main topics of the meeting included the development and status 

of EtherCAT technology, the strategic direction of the EtherCAT Technology 

Group, and administrative matters for the 23 members who were pres-

ent. Also on the agenda were joint activities and team-building exercises. 

“Understanding each other is extremely important for our everyday work,” 

explained Martin Rostan. “Talking openly with each other streamlines the 

communication within our organization and accounts for a significant part 

of the success of the EtherCAT Technology Group.”

EtherCAT Technology Group upgrades its website

Just in time for the 2014 Hannover Messe, the EtherCAT Technology Group (ETG) 

has given its website (www.ethercat.org) a facelift. The changes affect both the 

public areas as well as the pages that are only accessible by ETG members. Most 

of all, the updates make the organization’s homepage even more inviting and 

user-friendly than before. 

 The main reason for revising www.ethercat.org was to provide better ser-

vice for members and interested parties by displaying the site’s content more 

clearly and in a more structured manner. “The duties of the ETG are very diverse 

and are continuously expanding. To keep providing the visitors of our website 

with a structured overview of its contents, we had to subject some areas to a 

general overhaul,” explains Oliver Fels from the Technology Marketing Depart-

ment, who manages the website at the ETG and supervised the project.

 The team enhanced the central search function as well as the download, 

event and product areas of the site. Thanks to newly added filters, visitors can 

now find content, documents and products from ETG members more quickly and 

easily. The area reserved for members features improvements in the developer 

forum and the knowledge-base. The latter was also updated with new content  

in order to provide more detailed and easy-to-find information about EtherCAT. 

One positive outcome of the overhaul is already apparent: “Compared to the 

previous version we see many more downloads than before,” says Oliver Fels. 

The website is an important part of the EtherCAT Technology Group’s activities. 

Besides providing a showcase for EtherCAT technology and the ETG itself, it 

serves as a current and continuously updated source of information on techni-

cal updates, official documents and current events. It also provides an ideal 

platform for ETG members to advertise their EtherCAT products and services 

at no cost.
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Christoph Widmann, Managing Director of acontis technologies GmbH, is the 

new chairman of the EtherCAT Technology Group’s Marketing Committee. 

Widmann succeeds Michael Strauss of SEW-EURODRIVE GmbH & Co KG, who 

had to relinquish the position because of new duties at SEW.

At the ETG Marketing Committee’s first meeting of the year, Martin Rostan, 

Executive Director of the ETG, thanked Michael Strauss, who works as the 

resident expert in industrial communication in the Automation Support Depart-

ment of SEW-EURODRIVE, for his long commitment and outstanding service to 

the Marketing Committee. Since 2005, Strauss had been chairman of the ETG 

working group that deals with all marketing-relevant aspects of the organiza-

tion, such as the planning of national and international trade show exhibits and 

ETG Marketing Committee has a new chairman
seminar series as well as the discussion of current technology issues and their 

importance for the global market.

Christoph Widmann, Managing Director of German technology provider acontis 

and an ETG member since 2004, was unanimously elected as the new chairman 

of the Marketing Committee by the members who were present. He explained 

his reasons for accepting his new position as follows: “EtherCAT is a global 

technology and its continued development will definitely pay off for acontis as 

a company. My position as chairman of the Marketing Committee gives me the 

opportunity to shape the worldwide marketing activities of the EtherCAT Tech-

nology Group while gaining valuable information about EtherCAT in a global 

economic context.”

The www.ethercat.org website is a central information source and 

meeting place for members of the EtherCAT Technology Group. 

ETG publishes Industrial 

Ethernet system 

comparison for 2014

The Industrial Ethernet system is the central component of an advanced 

automation and controls architecture. It is also critical for optimizing the 

cost and performance of machines and plants. Potential users should 

base the selection criteria for an industrial communication system on 

technical as well as strategic aspects. The comparison just published by 

the EtherCAT Technology Group (ETG) for the 2014 Hannover Messe is 

considered one of the most detailed and informative studies of its kind. 

It can be downloaded from the ETG’s website.
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