
In April 2012 the worldwide EtherCAT Technology Group (ETG) team met prior to 

Hannover Messe for a Global Strategy Meeting in Marienfeld, Germany. Repre-

sentatives of the ETG offices in China, Japan, Korea, USA and Germany reported 

on the regional updates for EtherCAT in their countries. The meeting discussed 

not only successes, but also the challenges ahead. “The different cultures are 

reflected in the mode of operation of the individual offices. It is difficult to take 

account of special characteristics if exchanges only take place by telephone or 

e-mail. Our ETG strategy meeting gave participants the opportunity to learn 

from each other and to discuss issues at hand,” said Liliane Hügel, who works 

at the ETG headquarters in Nuremberg and deals with member administration. 

“Even though the cooperation in the ETG team has always worked without 

problem, we are now able to address the special requirements of the individual 

regions even better.”

67 co-exhibitors presented more than 270 different EtherCAT products 

at the joint booth of the EtherCAT Technology Group at Hannover Messe 

2012. The focus of this year’s trade show representation was on the  

12.5 µs demo network consisting of standard Beckhoff devices, with which 

the ETG unmistakably underlined the technological leadership and perfor-

mance of EtherCAT. “Thanks to its unique operating principle, EtherCAT 

optimally utilizes the Ethernet bandwidth and therefore also remains the 

fastest industrial Ethernet solution,” said Martin Rostan, Executive Director 

of the EtherCAT Technology Group, and continued: “Even for ultra-short 

cycle times, one EtherCAT master without special hardware is sufficient; 

there is no need for new slave chips either. At the same time, EtherCAT can 

transfer other Ethernet frames, such as TCP/IP, irrespective of the cycle time. 

By the way, what we show here is EtherCAT Version I – of course, there is 

no other version.”

The world-record multi-axis demonstration also attracted a lot of at-

tention at the fair. Operating 35 different axes from 24 manufacturers, 

synchronized and individually controlled, on a single network – no other 

fieldbus system has been able to accomplish this feat so far. The questions 

from numerous visitors indicated that EtherCAT is not only very well known, 

but is used in a wide range of applications.

Further Information:
www.ethercat.org

World-record multi-axis demonstration:

35 axes from 24 manufacturers on a single EtherCAT network

The trade show booth of the EtherCAT Technology Group  

at Hannover Messe 2012 was once again well attended.

ETG at  
Hannover Messe 2012

The worldwide ETG team came together for a 

Global Strategy Meeting in Marienfeld, Germany.

EtherCAT Global  
Strategy Meeting
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EtherCAT seminars in Turkey,  
England and Japan

In Japan, EtherCAT seminars 

take place all year and 

remain very popular. The 

picture shows the Kanazawa 

event in May 2012.

At the ETG seminar in Bristol, 

England, Ian Paine, Informa-

tion and Control Manager at 

HR Wallingford, reported on 

the successful application of 

EtherCAT in an artificial wave 

facility, in which 256 paddles 

generate complex wave forms.

At the table-top exhibition which took place as part of the ETG seminar, delegates learned about 

EtherCAT products from the ETG members who had facilitated the seminars.

The ETG seminar in Istanbul 

took place in the seminar 

room of the energy museum 

at the Golden Horn. 

This year the ETG is once again holding a number of roadshows worldwide. The first semi-

nars took place in Turkey and England, accompanied by table-top exhibitions of several ETG 

members. The events took place in the seminar rooms of different technology museums, for 

example the Santral Istanbul energy museum at the Golden Horn, which was Turkey’s first 

power station. Each day-long seminar was attended by around 60 delegates, who learned 

about theory and practice of EtherCAT technology. In Japan such seminars are also very 

popular: here the events take place all year.

29 companies were represented at the European 
Plugfest of the EtherCAT Technology Group, 
which took place on May 8 and 9, 2012. The 
ETG invited delegates to TR-Electronic GmbH in 
Trossingen, Germany, and found that even the 
company’s largest seminar room was barely able 
to cope with demand. “We were able to wel-
come 47 delegates, among them 7 master manu-
facturers and 22 slave manufacturers. More 
than 50 different devices were available for 
interoperability tests,” said Dr. Guido Beckmann, 
Chairman of the ETG Technical Committee. “We 
are delighted about the popularity of this event, 
which takes place twice a year in Europe.” 
The aim is to make EtherCAT technology even 
easier to use. Each master tests communication 
to each slave device. In addition, the EtherCAT 
conformance test tool is used to test the slave 
implementations for conformity. Participants are 
able to clarify issues with the EtherCAT experts 
who are present at these events. The next event 
will take place after the summer break. The next 
international ETG Plugfests in 2012 will take 
place in August in California and in October in 
Yokohama, Japan.

EtherCAT Plugfest  
fully booked

The demand for the ETG Plugfest at TR Elektronik in Trossingen, 

Germany exceeded the capacities of the seminar facilities: regis-

tration had to close four weeks before the event to avoid over-

crowding.
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