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With the continually increasing distribution of EtherCAT technology, and the 

introduction of EtherCAT P technology, worldwide demand is rapidly growing for 

events to support and inform both existing and potential EtherCAT users. In 2016, 

the EtherCAT Technology Group conducted a total of 48 EtherCAT seminars, 

also known as EtherCAT roadshows, in 18 countries. Furthermore, the ETG was 

present with both joint and ETG-specific information booths at 15 international 

trade shows, supported various EtherCAT developers during six EtherCAT Plug 

Fests, and educated its members through several regional ETG Member Meetings. 

Since the world’s largest fieldbus organization continues to grow unabated, 

ETG will continue its ambitious schedule of events into 2017. Besides numerous 

international trade shows, Plug Fests and meetings all over the world, the group 

also plans to conduct a large number of EtherCAT seminar series on various 

subjects. 

ETG events all over the world
Numerous high profile technology events scheduled for 2017

Last year the ETG visited all continents around the world  

(here the 2016 Winter European EtherCAT Plug Fest in Liechtenstein).  

For 2017, numerous events are scheduled again.
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Soon after the introduction of EtherCAT P in November 2015, this technology ex-

tension to EtherCAT was included in the work of the EtherCAT Technology Group 

(ETG). Ever since, the ETG has been developing an official specification docu-

ment and the first draft has now been published. The “ETG.1030 EtherCAT P 

Specification” defines the basics of EtherCAT P as an extension of the physical 

layer of the EtherCAT technology. All other EtherCAT standard documents into 

which EtherCAT P will be integrated have also been extended. 

In order to help developers of EtherCAT P devices successfully kick-start imple-

mentation, Beckhoff has published an “EtherCAT P application note”, providing 

a guideline for designing EtherCAT P slaves. It includes the extension of the 

EtherCAT implementation including associated connectors, electrical specifica-

tions as well as recommendations for EMC-compliant design. In addition, the 

guideline highlights the different design requirements, especially with regard to 

the usage and connection of supply voltages, and describes calculations on the 

basis of existing currents and voltages in the network. 

When the ETG first accepted EtherCAT P as an addition to the EtherCAT 

standard, users signaled strong interest in the technology extension. With the 

publication of the specification documents and the corresponding application 

note, EtherCAT P can now be included in the development and implementation 

of a wide range of new products. 

All documents mirror the current status of the EtherCAT P technology definition 

and are available for download on the EtherCAT Technology Group website: 

www.ethercat.org.

ETG publishes official EtherCAT P 
specification documents

The EtherCAT Technology Group (ETG) has reached another membership mile-

stone: In November 2016, German supplier specialized on advanced packaging 

solutions, KOCH Pac-Systeme GmbH, joined the organization as its 4,000th 

member. Jürgen Welker, Divisional Director of Control System and Service at 

KOCH, explains the reason for joining the ETG: “Beyond the high quality and 

efficiency, it is the individuality we gain that differentiates our packaging solu-

tions and convinces our customers. We have benefitted from the openness and 

flexibility of EtherCAT for quite some time, and have recently started to work 

with EtherCAT P as well. Therefore, official membership in the ETG was the next 

logical step for us.” 

Martin Rostan, Executive Director of the ETG, also reflects on the membership 

milestone: “KOCH Pac-Systeme joining the ETG is evidence of how well accept-

ed EtherCAT P is already as an extension to EtherCAT. The fact that the ETG has 

now reached the number of 4,000 member companies is a clear sign that the 

strong development of our organization continues and is marked by extraordi-

nary growth.” A membership in the EtherCAT Technology Group offers several 

advantages to companies working with EtherCAT and EtherCAT P, including the 

possibility to participate actively in the technology’s development.

Ceremonial welcome for the 4,000th member: Jürgen Welker, Divisional Director 

of Control System and Service at KOCH Pac-Systeme GmbH, and Martin Rostan, 

Executive Director EtherCAT Technology Group (from left to right)

ETG welcomes KOCH Pac-Systeme 
as 4,000th member


