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EtherCAT Plug Fests in Japan and USA

This September the EtherCAT Technology Group (ETG) conducted two 

Plug Fests: The 2015 Japanese EtherCAT Plug Fest was held on Sep-

tember 10th and 11th on the premises of Beckhoff Japan in Yokohama. 

The ETG was pleased with the improved quality, variety, and function-

al range of devices under test at the event, even when compared to 

the impressive results achieved the year before. In 2015, the Plug Fest 

had significantly more devices exhibiting advanced features such as 

highly-precise synchronization through Distributed Clocks, as well as 

modular device description (modules/slots). Additionally, the number 

of new and unique EtherCAT Slave Controller (ESC) implementations 

was deemed remarkable by the attending ETG officials. 

The 2015 North American EtherCAT Plug Fest took place in Newark, 

New Jersey, USA. Hosted by ETG member company Panasonic, a wide 

variety of international and local participants attended the Plug Fest 

to test their EtherCAT master and slave devices for interoperability. 

The new version of the EtherCAT Conformance Test Tool (CTT), which 

is currently in the approval process, garnered overwhelmingly posi-

tive reviews from all attending slave manufacturers during the testing 

process, especially regarding the comprehensive extension of the test 

coverage. This feedback is of particularly valuable for the responsive 

ETG Conformance Working Group.

Both events were characterized by great openness, highlighted by the 

energetic knowledge exchange among the participants. Attendees to 

both Plug Fests confirmed the value of these events and the opportu-

nity to learn more about the EtherCAT protocol and the ETG organi-

zation itself. 

The 2015 Japanese EtherCAT Plug Fest in Yokohama, Japan, was characterized by 

great openness and intensive knowledge exchange. 

Impression from the 2015 North American EtherCAT 

Plug Fest in Newark, New Jersey, USA.
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Being the world’s largest Industrial Ethernet 

and fieldbus user organization, the EtherCAT 

Technology Group (ETG) is still growing con-

tinously – even 12 years after its foundation. 

Currently, the organization which stands for 

the support, the promotion and the continuous 

development of EtherCAT technology, counts 

more than 3,400 member companies from 

58 countries. In Asia, for instance, where the 

ETG counts around 1,200 members, the or-

ganization recently reached the number of 

400 members in Japan alone; and not long 

ago the association in the USA cracked the 

400 member mark, too. The actual figures as 

well as the upward trend are once more evi-

dence of the fact that the worldwide interest 

in EtherCAT is still unabated.

EtherCAT Seminar Summer 2015 in China

More than 3,400 companies are 

organized in the ETG to date

The EtherCAT Technology Group (ETG) turned 

this year’s summer into a veritable EtherCAT 

Seminar Summer and offered numerous 

EtherCAT seminars throughout China. A total 

of 10 events at 10 different locations attract-

ed more than 500 participants who wanted to 

learn more about EtherCAT and ETG. The par-

ticipants were informed about the outstanding 

features of the EtherCAT technology by presen-

tations of the experts around Beryl Fan, Man-

ager of the ETG Office China. Additionally, the 

attendees had the opportunity to discuss their 

current EtherCAT projects with the experts on-

site. Moreover, various product demonstrations 

showed how EtherCAT works in practice and 

how versatile its benefits are. The EtherCAT 

seminars that are held all over the world free 

of charge are a useful and successful means 

of promoting the EtherCAT technology: At the 

moment the EtherCAT Technology Group counts 

around 1,200 member companies in Asia. 


