
Successful 2019 Spring European EtherCAT Plug Fest
57 participants, eight countries, four continents

Christoph Widmann, Managing Director at Acontis, sees incredible value in the 

Plug Fest: “The EtherCAT Plug Fests are the perfect opportunity to test devices 

and applications in a large network together with other manufacturers. For that 

reason, Acontis has participated in many Plug Fests in the past. As a long-term 

member of EtherCAT Technology Group, we’re extraordinarily happy to host an 

EtherCAT Plug Fest ourselves.”

Florian Hammel, one of the on-site EtherCAT experts, adds: “This Plug Fest met 

the customary high standard, the atmosphere among the participants was good 

and the location was perfect to connect the huge number of devices and work 

efficiently. The positive feedback from the participating device manufacturers 

confirms the event’s continued success.”

With its EtherCAT Plug Fests all over the world the EtherCAT Technology Group 

provides practical, hands-on support for its members during EtherCAT device 

development. One of those events, the 2019 Spring European EtherCAT Plug 

Fest took place recently at Acontis technologies GmbH in Ravensburg, Germany. 

In total, 57 participants from 27 different EtherCAT device manufacturers based 

in eight countries followed ETG’S invitation and brought numerous devices to 

the event.

Besides testing their own EtherCAT devices in a shared network with the de-

vices of other manufacturers by using the EtherCAT Conformance Test Tool, the 

participants had plenty of time to exchange knowledge and ask for advice from 

the EtherCAT experts on-site. The different products brought to he event led to a 

balanced ratio of devices and real-life network conditions.
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Further information:
www.ethercat.org

International flair at the 2019 Spring European EtherCAT Plug Fest in Ravensburg, Germany.  

The ETG and host Acontis technologies GmbH welcomed a total of 57 participants from eight countries.



Focus on safety well received by manufacturers

Recently, the EtherCAT Technology Group invited to its first Safety over EtherCAT 

Plug Fest and numerous manufacturers of EtherCAT devices with safety function 

followed the invitation to Verl, Germany, to test their products for interopera-

bility and to exchange knowledge with the other participants and the experts 

on-site. The focus exclusively was on devices with Safety over EtherCAT (FSoE) 

technology and that was well received: A total of 36 participants from 18 dif-

ferent companies came to test their devices under real network circumstances.

EtherCAT devices without safety functionality were not permitted at the event; 

the EtherCAT protocol served only as a transport layer. The focus of the event 

was on FSoE controllers for distributed and central solutions as well as on FSoE 

Worldwide EtherCAT seminars enjoy great popularity

Proven concept to transmit EtherCAT know how

For many years, the EtherCAT Technology Group emphasizes on a proven event 

concept with its worldwide EtherCAT seminar series to transmit EtherCAT as 

well as Industrial Ethernet know-how. And with consistent success, even in 

2019 the participant’s interest is unabated. At more than 40 dates in this year 

interested parties had and still have the possibility to gather knowledge about 

Industrial Ethernet, Industrie 4.0 and IoT as well as EtherCAT in particular during  

those full-day information seminars. The EtherCAT seminars are free of charge 

for all attendees; the program is created by the EtherCAT Technology Group  

in collaboration with the numerous local sponsoring companies in the frame  

of relevant presentations as well as an accompanying table-top exhibition.  

In addition to the lecture program, there’s plenty of time to answer individual 

questions and to discuss with the on-site experts. Moreover, the participants 

learn how to use EtherCAT to further improve the performance of their  

applications.

All upcoming dates in 2019 are listed within the event section of ETG’s website. 

Here, interested parties can find all information about locations as well as the 

agenda of the worldwide EtherCAT seminar series.

ETG’s first Safety over EtherCAT Plug Fest in Verl, Germany, was a great success.

The worldwide EtherCAT 

seminar series (here in 

Horten, Norway) continue 

to enjoy great popularity.
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ETG conducts first Safety over 
EtherCAT Plug Fest

I/O devices. In addition, safe drives whose safe drive functions are implemented 

with the support of the ETG.6100 profile were tested. The profile serves to stan-

dardize the functionality and parameters for drive-integrated safety functions.

Guido Beckmann, who attended the event as FSoE expert from the EtherCAT 

Technology Group, explains: “Since the introduction of Safety over EtherCAT 

into the ETG in 2007, the technology has been very well received by our mem-

bers. FSoE is one of the most widely used safety protocols, with 38 companies 

known to us offering such products, not least due to its simple implementation. 

The Safety over EtherCAT Plug Fest clearly showed us that the communication 

between FSoE devices also works wonderfully.”


