
The world’s largest international trade show for audio, lighting, event 

and communication technology ,which took place from 21 to 24 March 

2012 in Frankfurt am Main, Germany, ended with a successful balance 

and a new record for the number of exhibitors. 876 exhibitors from 

41 countries presented themselves to visitors from all over the world. 

Together with the international music trade show that took place at the 

same time, 109,841 visitors from 120 countries were recorded. 

 “We had good and intensive technical discussions and our expec-

tations were fulfilled at all levels. With its performance, flexibility and 

openness, the PC-based Control technology from Beckhoff is the ideal 

platform for the various systems in stage and show technology. With 

EtherCAT it is developing in all areas into a worldwide standard”, says 

Michel Matuschke, Business Development Manager Stage and Show 

Technology at Beckhoff.

Prolight + Sound 2012

Sensor + Test 2012

536 exhibitors displayed their solutions for sensors, measurement and 

testing technology at Sensor + Test from 22 to 24 May in Nuremberg, Ger-

many. 8,200 professional visitors, of whom around a third were from for-

eign countries, came to the leading trade show on its thirtieth anniversary. 

“The Sensor + Test is a very compact trade show – small but nice. We 

were able to make many new contacts. It is particularly satisfying for us 

that EtherCAT has now established itself as the communication standard 

in measurement technology”, says Michael Jost, Product Manager for 

Fieldbus Systems and EtherCAT at Beckhoff.

Automatica 2012, which took place between 22 and 
25 May at the New Munich Trade Fair Centre, provided 
a comprehensive overview of automation and mecha-
tronics and ended on positive note. More than 720 ex- 
hibitors from 40 countries documented the trends in 
robotics, industrial image processing, assembly and 
handling. The international meeting place of the auto-
mation industry was attended by 31,000 visitors from 
more than 100 countries.

Beckhoff presented its range of solutions for robotics, assembly, han-

dling, control and Drive Technology. The focus was on the TwinCAT 3 

automation software, which offers the ideal platform for efficient inte-

gration of robot kinematics in standard control systems.

A special highlight at the Beckhoff Booth was the new XTS drive system 

(eXtended Transport System). “We made plenty of new contacts at Au-

tomatica 2012, and we were particularly pleased with the very positive 

feedback on our new XTS drive system. XTS was one of the highlights of 

Automatica 2012”, said Dr. Josef Papenfort, TwinCAT Product Manager 

at Beckhoff.

Automatica 2012

events       PC Control 02 | 2012

Further Information:
www.beckhoff.com/prolight-sound

Further Information:
www.beckhoff.com/sensor-test

Further Information:
www.beckhoff.com/automatica



After four intensive trade show days in Cologne, Germany, the bal-

ance of the Anuga FoodTec 2012 showed a successful event result: 

with over 42,000 professional visitors from 131 countries, this year’s 

technology trade show for the foodstuffs and beverage industry set a 

new visitor record once again and showed that it leads internationally 

in the foodstuffs industry. 1,334 suppliers from 41 countries presented 

their solutions.

Beckhoff welcomed its customers and visitors with its international 

team of employees and presented its PC-based Control technology for 

the foodstuffs and beverage industry. “We registered significant growth 

in the number of our professional visitors. Automation in the foodstuff 

industry continues to grow and will become increasingly important in 

future. Customer-specific solutions such as the manufacture and pro-

cessing of meat, sausage and cheese were very much in demand. With 

its PC-based Control technology, Beckhoff offers a predestined industry 

solution from the stainless steel panel to the IP 67 modules and the 

“Hygienic Design” stainless steel motors to the TwinCAT 3 automation 

software. New possibilities are opening up for the foodstuffs industry”, 

says Frank Würthner, Branch Manager for packaging technology at 

Beckhoff.

PC control from Beckhoff enables the complete production process 

to be automated with a flexible and open control platform that can 

reduce the machine footprint and increase the energy and engineering 

efficiency. New products presented by Beckhoff included Control Panels 

and Panel PCs in stainless steel versions as well as highly dynamic 

stainless steel servomotors. The stainless steel motors from the AM8800 

series have a full “Hygienic Design” and can be used in particular in 

cleanrooms.

Anuga FoodTec 2012

“One world – one drupa” was the motto of the world’s 
largest and most important trade show for the print-
ing and media industry, which took place from 3 to 
16 May. 314,500 specialists from over 130 countries 
came to Düsseldorf, Germany. Around 1,850 exhibitors 
from 52 nations presented their technical innovations 
as well as the large range of marketable products and 
solutions.

One of the highlights of the Beckhoff presentation was the TwinCAT 3 au-

tomation software, which enables the programmer to integrate Matlab®/

Simulink®. “Software experts, for example from the classic printing 

machine manufacture, can recognize the advantages in this for the use 

of the existing Matlab®/Simulink® models”, says Paul Smith, Business 

Manager OEM at Beckhoff.

The Beckhoff trade show presentation was centered on the XTS drive 

system (eXtended Transport System). “In discussions with machine 

manufacturers they expressed great enthusiasm that many fields of ap-

plication are open to them with the new XTS drive system”, reports Paul 

Smith. “We are convinced that we have given the printing and paper 

industry an important impulse with XTS. During the live presentation our 

customers and visitors quickly recognized concrete application ideas”, 

he adds. XTS is extremely well suited, for example, for special tasks in 

paper sheet transport as well as the transport of special units that must 

be carried together with a printed substrate.

Drupa 2012

“The intelligent control of a printing or paper machine is becoming  

increasingly important for the global printing market. So we are pleased  

to have shown at this year’s Drupa that it’s worth investing in new  

developments”, Paul Smith affirms, Business Manager OEM at Beckhoff.
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Further Information:
www.beckhoff.com/drupa

Further Information:
www.beckhoff.com/anugafoodtec




